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Death at Appleton Dock
MUA MEDIA RELEASE
14 JUL 2010
POAGS wharves shut nationwide today for 24 hours in all 15 ports after the death of a waterside worker. MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin says enough is enough. Urgent Government action is required.

Work at all P&O Automotive and General Stevedoring (POAGS) wharves shut down nationwide in all 15 ports for 24 hours at midday today after the death of another waterside worker - the third this year, the second at POAGS operations and the third fatality at Appleton Dock in 7 years. A 41-year-old Melbourne waterside worker was crushed to death this morning during pick up and delivery (R&D) operations at Appleton Dock. The man's name has been withheld until his wife and two school age children have been contacted.
"The industry is in crisis," said Paddy Crumlin, National Secretary of the Maritime Union of Australia. "It's the third fatality on the wharves in five months - and we said last time we lost a worker in March we needed urgent action to overcome the lack of safety on the job."

"How can I assure families, mothers and fathers of young families, that they need not fear about their partners going to work in the morning? The fact is that it's hard to make that promise and it makes me sick to the stomach that is the truth."

Years of Neglect
Mr. Crumlin said there was a yawning gap and inadequacies in state and federal safety legislation covering the nation's wharves, especially in bulk and general operations, after years of neglect and deregulation under the Howard Government years."We're not copping inaction," he said. "The industry's safety record is appalling. We need national legislation. We need regulation that establishes a robust compliance and enforcement regime, supported by guidance material covering the full range of stevedoring hazards. We need the Federal Government to intervene."
Since the last two deaths the union has held national stevedoring conferences of workers to examine the safety issues and lobbied the government for national regulations.

Need for Taskforce
The Government supported the formation of a Safe Work Australia (SWA) Stevedoring Temporary Advisory Group (TAG) in May with government, employer, union and Safe Work Australia representatives. However the union had called for a strengthening of the current terms of reference of the group before today's tragedy.

"The Federal Government needs to direct that Safe Work Australia gives the Stevedoring TAG the highest priority and that it be given a deadline of October 2010 to complete its work to ensure that any outcomes are included in the harmonized OHS regulations for implementation by 1 January 2012.

 

"The Government also needs to convene the first meeting of the Safe Work Australia advisory group at the earliest possible time, preferably early next month, and that it is addressed by the Minister or his representative as an indication of the Government's commitment to support improved OHS on the waterfront", Mr. Crumlin said.

The objective is to achieve stevedoring specific regulation to form part of the national harmonized OH&S regulations.

Counseling
Meanwhile the union has ensured all workers at Appleton Dock and Melbourne officials are provided counseling. "On behalf of every wharfie and seafarer across the country we extend our sympathies. We will do what ever we can to assist the family in its grief", Paddy Crumlin said "Some co-workers both saw the accident or its aftermath and are not only shocked but angered and frustrated by the general lack of attention to safety on our wharves. A Work Cover investigation and a coronial and other inquiries will follow. But this was a death that could have been avoided with a better safety culture and application of safe working practices", Crumlin said.

 

"Wharfies are constantly reminded about the importance of their work to the national interest, but the national interest doesn't seem to rate the importance of their lives. It's a disgrace".

 
Wharfie's plea - no more work deaths.
 

15 JUL 2010
"No family should sit and wait at the end of the working day for a loved one who never returns" - Freo Wharfie Ash Huish tells the Howard Sattler show, 6PR NewsTalk, yesterday on learning of the death of a workmate

Howard, as I am sure you aware a waterside worker died today on the wharf in Melbourne. This takes it to three dead waterside workers in six months in Australia.

 

Today all of P&O waterside workers decided to strike for 24 hours in respect for the death of a fallen worker and to push for a National code of conduct.

Whilst many Australians think it's just wharfie's striking again today it's for a good reason and in 13 years on the job striking is very rare indeed.

Below are some thought's of mine in regards to the issue I would like to share with you on the issue.

Yesterday I woke and quietly showered, then dressed with caution as not to wake my wife.

 

I also displayed this same caution whilst making my coffee and packing my lunch as I didn't want to wake my two children and force the rigors of the day upon my wife any earlier than required.

 

I drove to work as I have done a million times before and met my work mates with coffee in hand and went about the work day.

 

The shift finished 12 hours later and I headed home knowing the kids would be in bed and I wouldn't have seen them today.

 

On my arrival home I walked into both their rooms and kissed them on the cheek telling them I loved them both. I then sat on the couch ate my dinner cold as I couldn't be bothered heating it up. I ask my wife how her day was and watched TV with her. I then went to sleep alongside her....

 

This is 'just another day in life of an Australian worker'.

It's not my yesterday that is the problem. It's someone else's today that really concerns and upsets me.

Today an Australian worker like myself in the industry, which I work, expected to have 'just another day in the life of and Australian worker'.  However today he doesn't get the yesterday that I took for granted. Sadly today was his last today and he doesn't get a tomorrow. But his family, close friends and people like me who never knew him do get a tomorrow.

 

Whilst mine will be very much like my yesterday and now I will be grateful for that, I can't even contemplate his family's tomorrow without tears welling up in my eyes.

 

No family should sit and wait at the end of the working day for a loved one who never returns.  Be it a Sundance CEO or a Melbourne waterside worker, no death in the work place is acceptable.

I could use this opportunity to push for a national code of safety on the wharves, which we need.  I could even lay blame. I could even cry that I may be sued for the illegal 24hr stoppage I am currently on but I am not going to.

 

I just ask everyone tonight when your loved one returns from their place of work grab them hug them and tell them you love them because you never know when your today doesn't match your yesterday.

Howard regardless of how you vote or the color of your working collar no one should die in the work place. We need to make change.
Regards Ash Huish "Fremantle wharf worker"
Union takes job safety battle to the media

 

15 JUL 2010
MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin takes workers outcry over lax safety on the wharves and the tragic death of 41 year father of two Steve Piper to the media. A selection on news reports follows

Wharfies strike after worker crushed to death, ABC 
By Kellie Lazzaro.
It was quiet at Melbourne's Appleton Dock this morning. 

Stevedore Stephen Piper was crushed to death when a 2.5-tonne steel beam fell from a crane at Melbourne's Appleton Dock early yesterday morning.

Maritime Union of Australia national secretary Paddy Crumlin says Mr. Piper's death has prompted a new union fight on safety.

"This is not an industry with hundreds of thousands of workers, these are small groups of workers placed under tremendous pressure and they're dying at a rate that we haven't seen for generations," he said....

The Maritime Union's assistant national secretary, Warren Smith, says a meeting with the company last night ended with a heated exchange.

"We were left in a cold smoke two hours before they bothered to come and see us and when they came out they told us that they didn't have to show us any of the company's safe operating procedures or processes or job safety analysis and the company walked out," he said.

Mr. Smith claims the recent deaths on the waterfront reflect a slipping standard of safety at all Australian ports.

"It's an abnormal spike that's reflective of what is the decreased levels of workers on the job and the consistently increased levels of productivity," he said.

The Maritime Union wants the Federal Government to draft new national safety laws for Australian wharves.

And national secretary Paddy Crumlin says further industrial action is on the cards.

"If they don't address it and the stevedores don't accept their responsibility in that process there's going to be a lot more of that stuff," he said.

A spokesman for Workplace Relations Minister Simon Crean says maritime and stevedoring safety will be an element of the new national occupational health and safety laws to take effect in 2012.

Worksafe Victoria is investigating yesterday's accident at Appleton Dock.

Workers walk off docks after death
MARIS BECK AND REID SEXTON. The Melbourne Age July 15, 2010 

A 41-year-old father-of-two, from Dingley Village in Melbourne's south-east, was killed when a 2.7-tonne steel beam fell from a crane and landed on him. WorkSafe Victoria said the worker was rigging a drum to a lifting device with the steel beam when the hydraulic brakes failed to operate together and caused the beam to fall.

Australian wharves close after worker's death
Australia Network News

Paddy Crumlin of the Maritime Union of Australia says it's time for conditions to change, after three deaths in five months. 

Worker's death prompts wharf shutdowns
ABC Local

Paddy Crumlin from the Maritime Union of Australia says it is time for conditions to change. "We need to start getting some commitments off people  ...”
Wharfies take action after worker dies SBS

"The industry is in crisis," MUA national secretary Paddy Crumlin said in a statement. "We said last time we lost a worker in March we needed urgent action ...
AAP

Wharfies have shut down the operations of a major stevedoring company for 24 hours after a worker was crushed to death at a dock in Melbourne.The 40-year-old was killed at Appleton Dock in Port Melbourne after a three-tonne steel beam fell on top of him around 9.15am (AEST) on Wednesday.

Falling drum kills waterfront worker

MEGAN LEVY July 14, 2010 - 11:34AM

A 40-year-old man has been crushed to death by a steel drum in a workplace accident on Melbourne's waterfront this morning, police say. A crane hoisting the 2.7-tonne drum is believed to have collapsed on Appleton Dock, West Melbourne about 9.15am.
Man killed in West Melbourne industrial accident

LOCAL NEWS 14 JUL 10 @ 12:13PM BY MICHAEL GLEESON
Police spokeswoman Leonie Johnson said a 2.7 tonne steel drum fell on the man on Appleton Dock Rd at about 9.30am.

Man killed by falling steel drum in Port Melbourne
From: AAP July 14, 2010 11:59AM
A crane had been lifting the steel drum around 9.15am (AEST) at the city's Appleton Dock when it suddenly collapsed.
Wharfies take action after worker dies
14 July 2010 | 07:29:38 PM  AAP SBS TELEVISION

Wharfies have shut down the operations of a major stevedoring company for 24 hours after a worker was crushed to death at a dock in Melbourne. The father of two from Dingley Village was rigging a steel drum to a lifting device with the steel beam. Worksafe Victoria inspectors believe the hydraulic jacks failed to operate in unison, causing the beam to fall on the worker. "The industry is in crisis," MUA national secretary Paddy Crumlin said in a statement. " We said last time we lost a worker in March we needed urgent action to overcome the lack of safety on the job."

Wharfies take action after worker dies.
14 July 2010 | 07:29:38 PM  AAP/ABC NEWS

Wharfies have shut down the operations of a major stevedoring company for 24 hours after a worker was crushed to death at a dock in Melbourne. "The industry is in crisis," MUA national secretary Paddy Crumlin said in a statement said.

Worker's death prompts wharf shutdowns

Updated July 14, 2010 18:05:00 

The Maritime Union says it is time for conditions to change. (ABC News: Andrew Fisher)

Work at 15 wharves around Australia has ground to a halt after the death of the third worker in five months. Paddy Crumlin from the Maritime Union says it is time for conditions to change. "We need to start getting some commitments off people that they're going to fix this," he said.

"That we're going to have a single safety standard in this country, we're going to have a single point of enforcement. That there is going to be training, that there's not going to be casualisation and short cuts on labour at the expense of people's lives. "I mean they're not hard things to commit to."

ABC 702 Sydney (Sydney)

06:30 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:32 AM

Newsreader Chief of Staff Mr. Bernie Keenan

Paddy Crumlin, Maritime Union of Australia, says “commitments to safety standards, safety enforcement and training must be given”.

Fairplay Daily News Service <news@fairplay.co.uk>

TOP NEWS STORY Appleton Dock death sparks Oz strike 
DOCKWORKERS employed by Australia's POAGS have walked off the job for 24 hours in reaction to a fatal accident this morning.

ABC 774 Melbourne (Melbourne) 06:30 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:31 AM Newsreader

The Maritime Workers Union claims safety standards at Australian wharves are the lowest they have been since World War 2. 

ABC Illawarra (Wollongong) 06:30 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:31 AM

Maritime Union members at Port Kembla have joined their colleagues and stopped work for 24 hours over the issue, delaying two ships. The union wants national safety regulations for the industry.

Melbourne Talk Radio (Melbourne)
The Maritime Union of Australia is demanding national regulation for the safety of dock workers around the country following the death of a Melbourne.
SKY News Australia (National Australia) 

Workers at P&O Docks are to remain off work until this afternoon after the death of a worker in Melbourne, who died when a steel beam fell and crushed him.
ABC2 (National Australia) ABC2 News Breakfast - 15/07/2010 - 06:04 AM
Virginia Trioli and Michael Rowland

Wharves are closed this morning because of industrial action. The Maritime Union of Australia called for the shutdown following the death of another worker on the dock at Appleton.

SEA FM (Gosford) 
Many wharfs around Australia have ground to a halt with workers walking off the job for 24 hours. It follows the death of a worker in Melbourne.
 

ABC 702 Sydney (Sydney)
06:00 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:02 AM Newsreader

Paddy Crumlin of the Union says “regulatory application is disgraceful and also casualisation leads to poor training standards”.

 

Channel 7 (National Australia) Sunrise - 15/07/2010 - 06:02 AM
P&O workers around the country have walked off the job after a colleague was killed in Melbourne.
 

2CC (Canberra) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:02 AM

Wharfies are on strike around the country today to campaign for national safety laws following the death of a worker who was crushed by a steel beam at Port Melbourne. Paddy Crumlin, Maritime Union says “it's not up to the workers to fix the problems, and should expect the industry to deliver a safe work force”.

Channel 9 (National Australia) Today - 15/07/2010 - 06:02 AM
A 40 year old man was killed yesterday at Appleton Dock when a three-tonne steel beam fell on him. The Maritime Union of Australia has shut down 27 docks and says national safety regulation is needed.

4BC (Brisbane) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:02 AM

Workers at P & O Automotive and General Stevedoring wharves around Australia will return to work today after a 24 hour stoppage following the death of a worker at Port Melbourne.

2UE (Sydney) 06:00 News 
Wharf workers across Australia are on strike at P&O wharves in memory of a colleague who died in Melbourne, the third fatality by a wharfie in five months.

4KQ (Brisbane) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:01 AM 

Wharfies are on strike today following the death of a worker in Melbourne.

ABC Newcastle (Newcastle) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010
Fifty Waterside workers of the Kooragang Island P & O Automotive and General Stevedoring site walked off the job at midday yesterday in support of a nationwide 24 hour strike. This comes after the death of a 41 yr man in Melbourne who was crushed during pick up and delivery operations at a dock. According to Jim Boyle.
 

ABC 774 Melbourne (Melbourne)
The Maritime Workers Union warns of further industrial action if working conditions do not improve on Australian wharves.

 

2GO FM (Gosford)  06:00 News - 15/07/2010 - 06:01 AM Newsreader 

Many wharfs around Australia have ground to a halt with workers walking off the job for 24 hours.

 

Triple M (Sydney) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 

Wharves around Australia have halted work for 24 hours today, following the death of a wharfie in Melbourne who was killed yesterday.

 

3AW (Melbourne) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 

The Maritime Union has again called for national safety laws, in the wake of the death of a waterside worker.

 

KO FM (Newcastle) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010 

Wharfies have launched a 24 hour strike following the death of a worker in Melbourne.

 

Melbourne Talk Radio (Melbourne) 06:00 News - 15/07/2010
The Maritime Union is calling for national regulation, saying the industry safety record is appalling.

 

2GB (Sydney) 05:30 News - 15/07/2010 
Maritime Union wharfies will continue their strike action, over a colleagues death on the job site.
 

Channel 7 (National Australia) Early News - 15/07/2010 - 05:31 AM

Workers at P&O Docks around Australia are striking, after a colleague, was killed yesterday in a workplace accident.

 

ABC 702 Sydney (Sydney) 22:00 News - 14/07/2010 - 10:01 PM

Workers have walked off the job at P&O wharf sites in Newcastle and Wollongong in support of a nationwide strike following the death of worker in Melbourne today. The workers want a national standardized code of practice.

ABC 612 Brisbane (Brisbane) 22:00 News - 14/07/2010 - 10:00 PM

The Maritime Workers Union says more workers will die unless safety standards are improved. Workers deserve a safe working environment.

 

2GB (Sydney) 21:00 News - 14/07/2010 - 09:00 PM

Fifteen ports have shut down across Australia after a 40-year-old man was killed at a Melbourne dock this morning.
 

ABC 774 Melbourne (Melbourne) 20:00 News - 14/07/2010 - 08:02 PM

Work has stopped on wharves around Australia after the death of a man at a Melbourne dock today and a stop work notice by the Maritime Union of Australia.

ABC 612 Brisbane (Brisbane)

The Maritime Workers Union says hundreds of workers have walked off the job at two Brisbane wharfs to protest against unsafe working.
Seven News  - 14/07/2010 - 06:00 PM

The death of a 41 yr old wharf worker in Melbourne has sparked a 24 hour shutdown of P&O docks by the Maritime Union of Australia. This is the third death on Australian wharves in three months.

ABC NewsRadio (National Australia) Drive - 14/07/2010 - 04:55 PM
Paddy Crumlin explains that the man died after contracted lifting gear malfunctioned, and that deaths on the wharfs are a worrying trend for unions as there should be no deaths with proper guidelines and risk management. Crumlin says POAGS has the worst record in an industry with an appalling record. Crumlin says they want to talk to the company, the State jurisdiction and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. Crumlin says there are issues with too little training, actualization and other short cuts.

6PR (Perth) 15:00 News - 14/07/2010 
The death of a Melbourne wharf worker has sparked a strike by wharf workers nationwide.

6PR (Perth)
Australian wharf workers have walked off the job in response to the five deaths in the past four months. Chris Cain, Spokesman, Maritime Union of WA, says they are calling for the Fed Goverment to implement national safety standards.

"National interest doesn't seem to rate the importance of their lives. It's a disgrace".

 

 

ALSO
ABC 936 Hobart (Hobart) ABC 702 Sydney (Sydney) 2SM (Sydney)
ABC 774 Melbourne
ABC 702 Sydney (Sydney)
ABC 891 Adelaide (Adelaide)
Channel 7 (Melbourne)
ABC 774 Melbourne ABC 891 Adelaide (Adelaide) 

 

 Wharfies resume work after accident. National Big Pond News
… and stronger terms of reference covering the nation’s wharves. MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin says they have been calling for theses changes six death ago and they are not having another person killed. 

Latest National. Death at Appleton Dock in Australia. Longshore and Shipping News by ILWU coast Longshore Division.

“The industry is in crisis”, said Paddy Crumlin, National Secretary of the Maritime Union of Australia. “It’s the third fatality on the wharfes in five months and we said last time we lost a worker in March we needed urgent action to…

