A History of
Militant Unionism

Our union was borne from two major
waterfront strikes on the West Coast:

Bloody Thursday
July 5, 1934

A months-long strike of all US ports
on the West Coast ends with the
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The Battle of Ballantyne Pier
June 18, 1935

International Longshore &

After a lockout in Powell River Warehouse Union Canada
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10 Guiding Principles

A union is built on its members.

Labour unity is at all times the key for
successful economic development.

Workers are indivisible. Discrimination
is a weapon of the boss.

“To help any worker in distress” must be
a daily guide in the life of every trade
union and its individual members.

Any union must put aside all internal
differences and issues to combine for
the common cause of advancing the
welfare of the membership.

Employers can be met only on equal
terms, which requires industry-wide
bargaining and the economic strength
of organized labor.

Just as water flows to its lowest level, so
do wages if the bulk of the workers are
left unorganized.

The basic aspiration and desires of the
workers throughout the world are the
same.

A new type of unionism is called for
which does not confine its ambitions
and demands only to wages.

Jurisdictional warfare and jurisdictional

raiding must be outlawed by labor itself.

A full version of the Principles
can be found here:

ILWU By The Numbers

1937 ILWU is organized in US
1948 IL\WU Canada is organized
7200 Canadian members

12 Canadian Locals

4 Global seaports

9000 ILWU affiliate members

A longshore worker on strike in 1935

Who We Represent

Industry & Trades
- Bulk Commodities - IT/ Field Techs
- Grain - Maintenance
- Longshore - Mechanics
- Marine - Office Admin
- Propane - Samplers
- Terminals - Surveyors
- Warehouse - Technicians

- Recycling - Testers

Our Members in Action

You'll always find us at rallies, picket
lines, protests for workers rights, and
all in the name of solidarity

Local 400 members on the line for the Day of Action

May Day, 2015: Oakland port shut down in solidarity
with Black Lives Matter

Walk for Reconciliation supporting First Nations
communities

National Day of Mourning for Workers Killed & Injured

Pride Parades

Juneteenth 2021: Port
shutdown in solidarity
with US

Supporting striking Unifor
Workers in Regina
Women's Marches

Protest in solidarity with Korean workers and the
jailed Korean unionist Kim Dae Jung

May Day, 2008: 1 day strike in protest of the Irag War

Maritime workers defending jobs & the
environment



